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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1,4-19 are objected to because of the following informalities: there 
appear to be missing word(s) between "means" and "recognizing" etc. Should it be 
"means for recognizing"? Errors such as these are present throughout the claim 
language and should be addressed. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hoard 
et al., (6,513,006). 

As per claim 1, Howard et al., teach a device setting apparatus comprising: 

voice input means converting an input voice to a voice signal (Col .4, lines 23-32); 

voice recognition means for recognizing a voice corresponding to said voice 
signal converted by said voice input means (Col. 4, lines 23-32); 

storage means for storing multiple device setting information associated with a 
single voice (Col.4, lines 44-48); and, 

setting means for reading multiple device setting information corresponding to 
said voice recognized by said voice recognition means from said storage means and 
performing multiple device setting in response to said read multiple device setting 
information (Col .3, lines 28-45), 

As per claim 2, Howard et al., teach the device setting apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said setting means includes internal device setting means performing 
multiple device setting in said device setting apparatus (Col. 3, lines 28-45). 

As per claim 3, Howard et al., teaches the device setting apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said device setting apparatus is connected with an external device in a 
bidirectionally communicable state, and said setting means includes external device 
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setting means performing multiple device setting on said external device (Col .3, lines 
28-55). 

As per claim 4, Howard et al., teach the device setting apparatus according to 
claim 1, further comprising registration means registering multiple device setting 
information associated with a new voice in said storage means (Col.4, lines 44-48). 

As per claim 5, Howard et al., teach the device setting apparatus according to 
claim 4, wherein said registration means further includes display means displaying a 
plurality of words corresponding to a registrable voice, and selection means for 
selecting a word corresponding to a voice to be registered from said plurality of words 
displayed on said display means, and said registration means registers said word 
selected word by said selection means in said storage means in association with 
multiple device setting information (Col.6, lines 31-54). 

As per claim 6, Howard et al., teach the device setting apparatus according to 
claim 5, wherein said selection means further includes receiving means for receiving a 
remote control signal transmitted to said device setting means, and said selection 
means for performing selection in response to said remote control signal received by 
said receiving means (Col. 3, lines 28-33). 

As per claim 7, Howard et al., teach the device setting apparatus according to 
claim 4, wherein said registration means further includes, character display means for 
displaying a plurality of characters for forming a plurality of words corresponding to a 
registrable voice, and selection means for selecting a character forming a word 
corresponding to a voice to be registered from said plurality of characters displayed on 
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said character display means, and said registration means for registering said word 
formed by said character selected by said selection means in said storage means in 
association with multiple device setting information (Col.4, lines 38-48). 

As per claim 8, Howard et al., teach the device setting apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein said selection means further includes receiving means for receiving a 
remote control signal transmitted to said device setting apparatus, and said selection 
means for performing selection in response to said remote control signal received by 
said receiving means (Col. 3, lines 28-33, Col.1 , line 66 - Col .2, line 10). 

As per claim 9, Howard et al., teach the device setting apparatus according to 
claim 4, wherein, said registration means further includes acquisition means for 
acquiring multiple device setting information, and selection means for selecting multiple 
device setting information associated with a new voice from said multiple device setting 
information acquired by said acquisition means, and, said registration means registers 
said multiple device setting information selected by said selection means in said storage 
means in association with said new voice (Col.1 , line 60 - Col .2, line 36). 

As per claim 1 0, Howard et al., teach the device apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein said selection means further includes receiving means receiving a remote 
control signal transmitted to said device setting apparatus, and, said selection means 
performs selection in response to said remote control signal received by said receiving 
means (Col .3, lines 28-33). 

As per claim 1 1 , Howard et al., teaches a device setting system comprising a 
device setting apparatus, and a set device connected with said device setting apparatus 
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in a bidirectionally comnnunicable state (Col.3, lines 28-55), wherein said device setting 
apparatus includes: 

voice input means converting an input voice to a voice signal (Col .4, lines 23-32); 

voice recognition means for recognizing a voice corresponding to said voice 
signal converted by said voice input means (Col.4, lines 23-32); 

storage means for storing multiple device setting information associated with a 
single voice (Col.4, lines 44-48); and, 

setting means reading multiple device setting information corresponding to said 
voice recognized by said voice recognition means from said storage means and 
performing multiple device setting of said set device in response to said read multiple 
device setting information (Col.3, lines 28-45). 

As per claim 12, Howard et al., teach the device setting system according to 
claim 1 1 , wherein said set device includes a remote control device for remote- 
controlling said device setting apparatus in a bidirectionally communicable state (Col.3, 
lines 28-55). 

As per claim 13, Howard et al., teach a recording medium recording a device 
setting program for making a processing unit perform device setting in a device setting 
apparatus having said processing unit, voice input means converting an input voice 
signal and storage means storing multiple device setting information associated with a 
single voice (Col .6, lines 31-54), wherein said device setting program causes said 
processing unit perform steps of: 
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recognizing a voice corresponding to said voice signal converted by said voice 
input means (Col4, lines 23-32. 44-48); and, 

reading multiple device setting information corresponding to the recognized said 
voice from said storage means and performing multiple device setting in response to 
read said multiple device setting information (Coi.3,lines 28-45). 

As per claim 14, Howard et a!., teach the recording medium recording a device 
setting program according to claim 13, wherein said setting step includes a step of 
performing multiple device setting in said device setting apparatus (Col.3, lines 28-45). 

As per claim 15, Howard et al., teach the recording medium recording a device 
setting program according to claim 13, wherein said setting step includes a step of . 
performing multiple device setting on an external device connected with said device 
setting apparatus in a bidirectionally communicable state (Col.3, lines 28-55). 

As per claim 16, Howard et al., teach the recording medium recording a device 
setting program according to claim 13, wherein said device setting program further 
causes said processing unit to perform steps of displaying a plurality of words 
corresponding to a registrable voice and registering a word selected from displayed said 
plurality of words in said storage means as a new voice in association with multiple 
device setting information (Col4, lines 44-48). 

As per claim 17, Howard et al., teach the recording medium recording a device 
setting program according to claim 16, wherein said registering step includes steps of 
acquiring multiple device setting information and registering multiple device setting 
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information in said storage means in association with said new voice (Col .4, lines 44- 
48). 

As per claim 18, Howard et al., teach the recording medium recording a device 
setting program according to claim 13, wherein said device setting program further 
causes said processing unit to perform steps of displaying a plurality of characters for 
forming a plurality of words corresponding to a registrable voice and registering a word 
formed by a character selected from displayed said plurality of characters in said 
storage means as a new voice in association with multiple device setting information 
(Col .4, lines 38-48). 

As per claim 19, Howard et al., teach the recording medium recording a device 
setting program according to claim 18, wherein said registering step includes steps of 
acquiring multiple device setting information and registering said multiple device setting 
information selected from said acquired said multiple device setting information in said 
storage means in association with said new voice (Col.1 , line 60 - Col .2, line 36). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

King (6,532,446) teaches server based speech recognition user interi'ace for wireless 
devices. 
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Handelman (6,654,721) teaches voice activated communication system and program 
guide. 

Bennett et al., (6,633,846) teaches distributed realtime speech recognition system. 
Geilhufe et al., (6,584,439) teach a method and apparatus for controlling voice 
controlled devices. 

Salazar et al., (5,774,841) teach real-time reconfigurable adaptive speech recognition 
command and control apparatus and method. 

Launey et al., (5,086,385) teach an expandable home automation system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vijay B. Chawan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7601 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday Through Friday 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571 ) 272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infornration Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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